IN 1996, ELECTRIC CARS BEGAN TO APPEAR ON ROADS ALL OVER CALIFORNIA.
THEY WERE QUIET AND FAST, PRODUCED NO EXHAUST AND RAN WITHOUT GASOLINE.

TEN YEARS LATER, THESE CARS WERE DESTROYED.
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“A QUIETLY SHOCKING INDICTMENT OF OUR
GAS-GUZZLING AUTO COMPANIES AND
THE PETRO-POLITICIANS WHO LOVE THEM.”
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WHO KILLED THE ELECTRIC CAR?



NOTE TO THE TEACHER

Who Killed the Electric Car? is a powerful tool pertinent to many
ucudemic disciplines und uduptuble to a variety of ubilities,
learning styles, and classroom godls. This rich, self-contuined film
requires little or no uadditionul reseurch on the purt of the instructor
or the cluss, but cun be used us the foundution for indejpendent
student reseurch. The film divides heutly into two nearly equal und
independent segments that can be shown on successive days or
ut different points in a unit. Both seyments offer excellent
discussion opportunities.

The clussroom experience of students fuking courses on
environmental science or offerings that include o unit on uir
yuality or environmentdl concerns would be enriched by viewing
Who Killed the Electric Car?. Courses thut encourage interest in
enhygineering and practical math applications would dlso benefit,
The ethical und civic yuestions that the film explores offer a hatural
connection for teuchers working in the areu of civics, yovernment,
ethics, und business ethics. In muny of these courses the film could
be freuted us u cuse study. The ethicul questions ruised ure hedrly
unlimited und u large variety of higher-level-thinking activities cun
be developed from the film.

Included in this pucket dre discussion prompts, cluss dctivities,
und reseurch suygyestions.




FILM SUMMARY

Who Killed the Electric Car? is presented us u who-
done-it mystery. Staying frue to this genre, the film
opens with necessury buckground information,
describes the crime committed, unswering dll of the
what, where, and when questions, and then in the
style of Sir Arthur Conun Doyle yuthers the suspects for
close scrutiny, coming to u conclusion on the guilt or
innocence of euch,

Opening with o bit of dgutomotive history that
establishes the electric car as u competitive dlternative
to the internal combustion engine, Who Killed the
Electric Car? tukes the viewer buck to the beyinniny
of the twentieth century und the dawnh of the
automotive uge. A straightforward explanation of why
yusoline beuts out electricity us the fuel of choice und
how the internal combustion engine wins dominunce
concludes the broud overview.

The fiim then moves to the recent pust with the
infroduction of the Cdlifornia Air Resources Bourd und
their 1990 decision to reyuire that ten percent of dil
curs sold in Cdliforniu by euch car manufacturer be
zero-emission vehicles by the year 2003. The Dr. Jekyll
and Mr. Hyde response of automotive compunies is
reveuled; production and marketing of zero-emission
curs is detdiled, u period during which the
legal und political teums of the sume
maunufacturers work to defeat the law that

guve birth to modern electric vehicles.

While severdl munufacturers are

included, the Generul Motors electric vehicle is
featured. As this segment concludes, the success of
the industry’s legul strategy is symbolized by u
celebrity-studded funeral for the electric cur. This
segment is filled with factudl andlysis that examines
conflicting claims dabout emissions, practicality, costs
of various fuels, und consumer demund.

The second hulf of Who Killed the Electric Car? is
Sherlock Holmes dt his best. The seven suspects
identified in the first half of the film are scrutinized. One
by one, consumers, butteries, oil compunies, uuto
manufacturers, the U.S. government, the Cdliforhia Air
Resources Bourd, und the hewest villdin, the hydrogen
cur, puss under the buare bulb in the inspector’s
interrogution room in un attempt to unswer the
yuestion usked in the fim’s ftitle: Who Killed the
Electric Car? At the end of euch segment the
fedutured suspect is judyed us yuilty or innocent,

The film ends on u positive note, recoynizing u ygruss-
roots movement that envisions cleuner dir and eneryy
independence. In u John Kennedy-style uppedl, the
film claims that those who solve our enerygy
conundrum will be those thut “chunge the world.”
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SELECTED SCENES FOR CLASSROOM REVIEW

1:19
Two million hew cars are sold in

19:40

Television udvertisement for G.M.’s
Cudliforniu euch yeur, electric cuar.
| 2:55

Cheup oil supports the combustion
“_: enyine over the electric cur.

21:21
Infroduce Dr. Alun Lloyd of C.A.R.B.

3:35
Air qudlity in Cdlifornia:
"Bluck cloud of deuth.”

22:10
Manufacturer’s lawsuit to
overfurn emissions stfandards.

4:32
Each ygullon of gusoline burned yields
19 pounds of curbon dioxide.

22:30
President Bush endorsing hydrogyen
technoloyy in the Stute of the Union.

4:55
Infroduce S. Duvid Freemun.

22:43
Hydrogen Hummer und the
hydrogen highway.

7:40
Creuting demund for electric curs.

23:20
C.A.R.B. heuring on the
emissions standards.

8:50
C.A.R.B. und Cudliforniu’s
zero-emission policy.

25:30
C.A.R.B. vote to kill the stundards.

12:40
Cost to run un electric cur equuls

26:15
Manufacturers start to collect

gusoline when gus is 60 cents per gullon. the electric curs.

14:10 27:35
Cudiliforniuns Against Utility “Save the electric cur” cumpuign,
Compuny Abuse including the mock funerail.
16:10 29:30
G .M. cluims to have built electric curs o Lust EV1 collected.
oo e uccording to demand.
19:10 31:20
Muarketing; How far, how faust, EV1sinu G.M. lot.
how much?
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33:20
G.M. spokesperson expluins the
fute of the collected EVs.

35:30
PBS ut the cur crusher.

36:58
S. David Freemun, “We're up aguinst
most of the money in the world.”

37:15
Vigil for the EV1s.

38:40

Would you buy one of these electric
curs? Display check for 1.9 million
dollars offered to G.M.

39:20
“Who conftrols the future?
He who hus the biggest club.”

39:34
Scene from Nuked Gun 2'/.:
The Smell of Feurr,

40:25
List of suspects.

40:58
Suspect: Consumers

43:20
Suspect: Butteries

46:38
Suspect: Oil Compunies
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50:36
Suspect: Car Manufacturers

56:20
Suspect: Government

1:03:57
Suspect: C.A.R.B.

1:07:02
Suspect: Hydrogen Fuel Cell

1:11:08
President Bush ut u hydrogen
filling station.

1:15:05
Lust cars moved.

1:18:52
Automotive Museum

1:20:30
Verdicts.

1:22:32
“The fight about the electric car wus
quite simply u fight about the future.”

1:23:58
Infroduce Jumes Woolsey und
Plug In Americu.

1:27:19

"The onhe group of people thut steps
up to tuke it on is the group that will
change the world.”



DISCUSSION PROMPTS
These prompts cun be used for full-cluss discussion, small group conversations, or adupted for use us writing
ussignments of varyinyg lenyth und detdail.

e What compromises reluted to cars und transportation dre you willing to make to preserve und improve dir

quulity? Brainstorm possibilities and then discuss each one, focusing on the average consumer.

¢ Whut onhe ussertion in the film do you disagree with? Why?

¢ What onhe ussertion in the film troubles you the most? Why?

¢ [n your own words, explain why the car manufacturers collected und destroyed the electric vehicles.

¢ Did yovernment serve the people in the cuse of electric curs? Why?

e Does government have the right to tell compunies what to manufacture? Why?

e How important an issue is our nation’s dependence on oil? Expldin,

¢ Do you ugree that those who solve the energy question will change the world? Expldin,

e Should the world oil supply be divided evenly according to populdtion, given to those duble to pay
the highest price, or reserved for developing hations? Explain your opinion.

e |5 it ucceptuble for u nution to use oil us a weupon? Why/why not?

¢ Would you churacterize each of the following as u good citizen or a bad citizen? Why?
-The oil compunies -The uutomobile compunies
-U.S. consumers -Scientists reseurching hydrogen fuel
-The citizens trying to save the electric car

e |s energy u hational security issue?
Why/how? Expldin,

e How is the use of hydroyen us u fuel
reluted to the reemergence of nucleur power?

e Does drilling for more oil in the
pristine wilderhess muke sense?
Why/why hot?

e Given the information provided in the
film, do you believe electric curs are u
reusonuble dlternutive to combustion
enygines? Why/why not?

e Given the information provided in the
film, do you believe you will be dble to
buy U hydrogen-powered car in the
next 10 yeurs? 20 years? Ever?
Why/why hot?



MOCK COURT

Choose defense und prosecution teums for each of the seven defendunts identified in the film. Have the teums
prepure for u mock trial using the information in the film aund if desired, additionul resedarch. Stage d trial with a
jury that has not seen the film.

Roles:
Judge: Acts us presiding officer muintuining order, resolving conflicts, and charging the jury.

Prosecution team: Presents evidence uguinst the hamed defendunt using withesses, charts, graphs, und
physicul evidence. The tfeum would dlso cross-exumine defense withesses. The prosecution’s job is to prove
beyond u reusonuble doubt the guilt of the defendunt.

Defense team: Presents evidence that rebuts the prosecution’s view and may sugygest dlternutive
perpetrators. The defense muy use withesses, churts, graphs, und physicul evidence. The teum would dlso
cross-exumine prosecution withesses. The defense’s job is fo creute reusonuble doubt us to the guilt of the
defendunt,

This activity can be used us un dlterndtive assessment of student knowledge while dlso building critical
thinking and ordl presentation skills.




COMMON GOOD

Open the uctivity by reading the puragraph below. Allow for d few minutes of general comment on the concept
of the “common gyood” und the claim by then G.M. president Churles E. Wilson:
What's good for the country is good for General Motors and vice versa,

The preumble to the United Stutes Constitution opens with the words: “*We the People of the United
States, in Order to form u more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the
common defense, promote the generul Welfure, und secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves und our
Posterity, do orduinh and establish this Constitution for the United States of Americd.” These words imply G
common inferest that is shared by citizens und government, a concept often referred to us the *common
good.” In 19583, the then president of General Motors, Charles E. Wilson, was hominated by President
Dwight Eisenhower to serve us his Secretary of Defense. During Wilson’s confirmation hearings, senators
were concerned thut he would have difficulty making u decision thut could hurt General Motors, u mujor
defense contractor, even if the decision wus in the best interest of the United States. When usked this
yuestion, Wilson ussured senutors that he could make such u decision but that he could not imagine such
a situation, “because for years | thought what was good for the country was good for General Motors
and vice versa,”

Student instruction

Who Killed the Electric Car? implies that the “common good” is hot being served by the decision to abundon
electric vehicles und embruce hydrogen technoloygy. Write your own definition of the “common gyood.” Muke
groups of 3 to 5 und share these definitions. Try to agree on u group definition. Evaluate General Motors’ decision
to kill the electric cuar program in light of your group’s definition. Be ready to report your findings to the class. Do
Mr. Wilson’s thoughts from 1953 reflect the General Motors Corporation that is presented in the film? If the Senhate
cdlled the current president of G.M. to explain the dedath of the electric car, imugine what he might say that
would be quoted more than 50 yeurs ldter.




HIDDEN AGENDA

Teacher introduction

As u cluss, brainstorm about the term “hidden ugendad.” When you yet dll the ideus on the bourd, make yroups
of 3 to 5. In yroups, have the cluss discuss the ideus on the bourd und then write u definition of “hidden agendu”
that the group cun agree on. As u cluss, share these definitions und creute ohe working definition for the whole
Cluss.

Have students return to their groups und discuss whuat “hidden agenda(s)” the following may have had. To make
u cluim, the group mMust have ut leust one piece of solid evidence from the film. Euch group should decide which
three of their cluims dre the stronyest und prepure 1o present them to the cluss.

Present and discuss:

Automobile companies:

Hidden uygendu:

Evidence:

Oil companies:
Hidden ugendu:

Evidence:

Filmmakers:

Hidden uyendu:

Evidence:

Car companies:

Hidden uygendu:

Evidence:

Federal government:

Hidden ugendu:

Evidence:

Fans of the electric car:

Hidden uyendu:

Evidence:

C.A.R.B.:
Hidden uygendu:

Evidence:



WHAT IS THE ROLE OF BUSINESS?

What is the role of business in a democratic/cupitdlist society? The complex interaction between business,
government, and consumers is presented ds a cuse study in Who Killed the Electric Car?. After viewing the film,
clarify your own uttitude toward the role of business, before uny discussion, by using the prompts that follow.
Prioritize the entire list from 1, most important, to 10, least important, and then write just a sentence or two that
expluins euch ranking. Using your results, muke groups that include individuals with different attitudes. While you
discuss the movie, unalyze how different views of business influence opinions about the film.

The role of business is to muke a profit,

The role of business is tTo Muke U yood product.

The role of business is fo serve the consumer.

The role of business is to support government,

The role of business is o educute yovernment,

The role of business is to educute consumers.

The role of business is to improve life.

The role of business is to protect the environment.

The role of business is to provide consumers with choice.

The role of business is to invent solutions to society’s problems.



WHAT IS THE ROLE OF GOVERNMENT?

Whdat is the role of government in a democratic/capitdlist society? The complex interaction between business,
government, und citizens is presented aus a cuse study in Who Killed the Electric Car?. After viewing the film,
clarify your own uttitude toward the role of government, before any discussion, by using the prompts that follow.
Prioritize the entire list from 1, most important, to 10, least important, and then write just a sentence or two that
expluins euch ranking. Using your results, muke groups that include individuals with different attitudes. While you
discuss the movie, unalyze how different views of government influence opinions ubout the film.

The role of yovernment is fo defend the nution.

The role of yovernment is to creute u just society.

The role of yovernment is to protect the consumer,

The role of government is to protect business.

The role of ygovernment is fo regulute business.

The role of government is fo educute consumers.

The role of government is to improve life for dll citizens.

The role of government is to protect the environment,

The role of government is o provide consumers with choice.

The role of government is to invent solutions to society’s problems.
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MAKING THE CASE

In the second half of Who Killed the Electric Car?, euch of the suspects in this mystery is held up to scrutiny.
Acting us un unbiused detective, develop u list of the evidence offered for yuilt und the evidence that indicutes
innocence. In groups or us u cluss, use these evidence lists us the busis for u debute thut leuds to u vote onh euch

suspect.

The suspect

Evidence to convict Evidence to acquit




BRIAN DANIELS teuches history und ethics at
Hudson High School, Hudsoh, Massachusetts. He is the
school facilitator for the democratic school initiative at
Hudson High und un active member of the school’s First
Amendment Schools teum. He has been teuchinyg for
thirty yedrs and holds bachelor’s degrees in history und
psychology from Boston College und d mMmuster’s
deyree in critical and creufive thinking from the
University of Mussachusetts at Boston. He will become
the Curriculum Director for English und Sociul Studies
ygrudes 6-12 in the Hudsoh school district in the summer
of 2006. He hus been published severdl times in the
Boston Globe und hus un article sluted for publication
in October of 2006 in the Natfional Sociul Studies

Supervisors Associution muyguzine.,

A SONY PICTURES CLASSICS RELEASE ELECTRIC ENTERTAINMENT presents A DEAN DEVLIN/PLINYMINOR eroouction A Fimay CHRIS PAINE “WHO KILLED THE ELECTRIC CAR?"
NARRATED BY MARTIN SHEEN eoiren sy MICHAEL KOVALENKO CHRIS A. PETERSON birector oF ProtocraPHY THADDEUS WADLEIGH -onicmiar music sy MICHAEL BROOK consuLring prooucer ALEX GIBNEY
executive PRooucers DEAN DEVLIN TAVIN MARIN TITUS RICHARD D. TITUS. propucen sy JESSIE DEETER wrirren ano oirgcteo Bv:CHRIS PAINE
B o oo TERRETE poees  FOELECTRIC  Plinyminor SONY PICTURES CLASSICS™

uuuuuuuuuuuuuuu

FOR BRIEF MILD LANGUAGE. ©2006 SONY PICTURES ENTERTAINMENT INC.

WWW.WHOKILLEDTHEELECTRICCARMOVIE.COM WWW.SONYCLASSICS.COM



www.whokilledtheelectriccarmovie.com
www.sonyclassics.com

	Who Killed The Electric Car url: 
	Button2: 


